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Nan Skelton, Crossing Borders: Exploring the Landscape of Cross-Cultural
Deliberation

The project, GCrossing Borders,Owill add a new dimension to thework of the Jane
Addams School by creating an intentiond public leadership development oppotunity for
adiverse mix of new immigrants to practice communication of ther experiences and
reflectionswith broader communities. It will also involve reflective public spaces tha
bring togeher neghbohoodres dents, teensand children, college students and faculty to
reflect onthese communications In the process, people will develop public confidence
and valuable skills needed for the cultural life of our socety. We aso anticipae tha
college students, staff, and faculty will develop new ingghts and knowledgeaboutthe
chdlenges facing new immigrants, aswell as new strategies and skills for communicating
the contributionsthey bringto our sodety.

The Jane Addams School will: 1) build theleadership capacity of across-cultura group
of elders BSomali, Mexican, Hmong, Peruvian, aswell as U.S. bom paticipants Dat the
Jane Addams School to communicate their lessonsof intercultural exchangeand
communication; 2) develop digital teaching tools useful across languayes and cultures;
and 3) convene at least five workshopsto share lessonsand learning with urban,
subuiban, and rural communities in Minnesota.

Martha Bigelow, A Collaboration Initiative for Improving the Assessment and
Instruction of Immigrant Youth

Inequitiesin education for language minority adolescents abound. Public education
frequently falls short in implementing effective programs, meaningful teacher
development, state and schoolwide policies and soundingructiond practices for
immigrant and refugee youth. Thework funded in this project will focusonthe ESL
teachers at alarge urban high school andther identified problems of practice situated in
ther school and program.

MarthaBigdow, Assodate Professor in the Department of Curriculum and Ingrudion,
and Adam Rambow, aPh.D. student in the program in Second Languayes and Cultures
Education will collaborate with the English as a Second Languaye (ESL) Depatment at
Edison Senior High Schoolto develop a strong patnership between the University of
Minnesota and Edison Senior High, alarge urban school where 38%of the students are
English languagelearne's. Thefundsawarded will suppot time for teachers and
University pesonnéd to have in-depth, focused conversationsand work sessionsabout
ther program. At a series of retreats, we will examinethe department( assessment
practices and how these practices link to both thearticulated ESL curriculum and the
larger high school curriculum. We will read, study and discuss important research related
to thiswork and hope to present our outcomes at alocal conference. These activitiesare



designed to build the department@ district-wide leadership in developing strong programs
and practices for educating language minority youth at the high school level. Thiswork
will serve asthefoundaionfor an ongang relationship between Edison and the
University such tha student teachers will beplaced there and graduae students and
faculty can collaborate with school staff on educationd research of mutud interest.

Priscilla Day, Summer Institute in American Indian Child Welfare

TheMinnesota child welfare system is at a critical jundure in its ability to provide
effective services to American Indian children. Itis clear fromthe state® own daathat
Native children are far more likely to be separated from therr families by the child
welfare system than their white counerpats. A 2003 study demondrated that if achildis
American Indian, heor sheis nearly twice as likely to experience an out of home
placement, when all other factors are hdd equd. Being an American Indian was
identified in tha study as being thethird highest factor in determining if a child would be
placed out of home; only abandonment and subgance abuse were shown to have a
stronge correlation with out of home placement.* Clearly, the needsof Native children
are notbengequdly served by the Minnesota child welfare system. These discrepandes
in American Indian child welfare have been chronic and persistent, mos notably in rural
reservation regions

The University of Minnesota Duluth, Department of Social Work American Indian
Projects has been working with tribd communitiesin northern Minnesota. Througha
series of discussionslast year with tribd human services, it was determined tha training
specific to triba workers was needed. This summer an Inditute in American Indian Child
Welfare will behdd at theLeech Lake Tribd College Thetraining will offer best
practices of American Indan human service workers and will provide an oppotunity for
tribd workers and administrators to network with oneanother. This training will provide
an important step towards effectively serving American Indian children.

Suzanne Miric, Perceptions of the Achievement Gap in a North Minneapolis High
School: A Multi-perspective and Multi-disciplinary Approach

Minnesota has oneof themog highly ranked K-12 educationd systemsin the county.
Y et it dso has some of the mod extreme disparities in terms of educationd outcomes
among students of color, paticularly African-American students. This project seeksto
examine such disparity in addiberately mindful way by bringingtogeher multiple
perspectives and multiple disciplinary approaches to jointly focusuponundestanding
and improvingtest scores at onepaticular school - Patrick Henry High School in North
Minnespolis.

In 2007,56%of Patrick Henry@ white 11™ grade students were proficient in
mathematics, as measured by the Minnesota Comprehensve Assessments B Series 1. A
highe percentage, 83.3%, was proficient in reading. By contrast, only 2.38% of black
11" grade students were proficient in mathematics, and 34.5% in reading. Seventy-five




percent of students at Patrick Henry qudify for free and reduced lundh, yet sodal-
econonic standing does not fully explain disparate test scores. Oneway this study will
seek indghtinto educationd disparity isto examine student perspectives and lived
experiences of the achievement gap. Althoughmuch has been written aboutthe
achievement gegp, comparatively little quditative research explores how students
themselves view and experience dispaity. This research will be enhanced by interviews
condudced with school, community, and university based stakeholders. From a situaed
perspective, wha do variousstakeholders perceive as the mos impartant and pertinent
research questionsat Patrick Henry? A meta-andysis of thefindngsisintended to
facilitate future, multi-disciplinary collaborationsbetween metro-area schools, the
community, and theuniversity.

Mary Hearst, ""Advancing Interdisciplinary Research and Action on Health and
Education Disparities"

Thegod of this symposum and subsequent research is onethat explainsand attempts to
comprehensvely undestand the relationships among schools, neghbothoodsand health,
improving both the oppatunities and outcomes of its inhabitants. We aim to not merely
acknowedgethdr interdegpendence, butaso offer mechanisms by which they can be
altered to improve health and life chances for everyone We will belinking University
researchers from across awide array of disciplines, policy makers and community partner
organizationsto advance research on theroot causes of, and potential remedies for, health
and educationd disparities. Our agendawill focuson "upgream" factors known to affect
health and educationd outcomes of children and their families, such as neighboihood
conditions racial segregation, schooldistrict bourdaries, crime, and access to qudity
preventive hedlth care. Thelongterm aim of this symposumisto set thestagefor
increased collaborative research by participants and to lead directly to both intervention
research and public policy initiatives that trandate results into action.

Tai Mendenhall and Bill Doherty, Sisters Helping Sisters: Partnering with the
Hmong Community to Fight Depression

The HmongWomen United Againg Depression initiative engages local providers and
representatives of the St. Paul Hmong community in a collaborative partnership oriented
to investigating, undestanding and improving thelives of those who are struggling with
depression. The CBisters Helping SistersOproject isthefirst community outreach series
created by thisinitiative. It indudes arecurring series of 5 bi-weekly gatheringswherein
Hmongwomen and their families come togeher for an evening of fellowship, eduction,
and suppot. Meetinggsequences encompass members sodaizing and sharing food
paticipaingin lively and interactive educationd forums (focused ontopicsinduding
self care; hedlthy lifestyles and behaviors; undestanding depression; and stress redudion
and management), and sharing persond stories and suppot.

The current research project will serve to launch and evaluae Sisters Helping
Sisters. We anticipae tha: 1) women who paticipate in the series will report some relief
from depression; 2) family members andloved ones will report some relief in ther roles
as care- and suppot-givers, and 3) depression will be more visible as a problem that can



be addressed openly in the community. Key indicators of success will indudethe
successful launch and completion of the gatheringsand the successful collection of daa
relevant to our anticipaed outcomes.

Linda Harris and Nancy Leland, Photovoice Evaluation Project for Diabetes
Prevention: Teaching Anishinabe Children about Traditional Foods Using the Four
Seasons Model

The PICYF grant spon®rs an evaluation of adiabetes-prevention program of the
Anishinabe Center located on the White Earth Reservation. The high rate of Type 2
Diabees rates for American Indiansare thoughtto be assodated with changesin diet and
physcal activity that occurred since being forced onto the reservationsin the mid-18008
Thisradical changedeprived Native peoples of ther traditiond economnies, food sources
and lifeways, and forced them into dependence on commodity food The White Earth
Reservationis at theforefront of amovement to reverse these changes, and has anumbe
of efforts focusng onland recovery, an emphasis onlocal, organic and traditiond foods
and revitalization of culture and traditiond practices aroundland and asfoodas a
medicine

The Anishinabe Center has an innovdive diabetes prevention program working with
youngpeople. Part of the program involves GampsOthat are offered four times per year
in conjundionwith thefour seasons Thecampsare hdd in avariety of woods naure
and community settingsand last between two and five days. The Winter Countcamp
focuses on story telling, the Suga bugh camp focuses on harvesting of maple syrup, the
Summer camp focuses on traditiond gardening, foraging, and berry-picking, and the Fall
camp involves wild rice harvest and processing. The children (ages 6 to 18) learn about
and practice traditiond food cultivation and gathering, preparation, and nutrition. The
lessonsare taughtby an intergenerationd combinaion of e ders and community
members.

Theproposd project involves usng the Photovoice techniquewith ten core youth in the
diabetes program to suppott them to doaument what they are learning in the camps
throughphobgraphy and by telling their story usng the phosthey take. Itisalso an
innovdive, appropriate methodfor doaumenting both process and outcomes of a project
such asthis, asit involves children of awiderangeof ages, literacy levels, anditisa
culturally sendtive methodfor this community in which oral and visud traditionsare so
important.

Ann Masten, Promoting Early School Success in Homeless/Highly Mobile Children

Profounddisparities threaten the development of children in homeless or highly mobile
(HHM), poorfamilies, and their school outcomes reflect those disparities. During the past
two years, a stronginterdisciplinary team of University and community partners has
emerged with ashared interest in addressing disparitiesin HHM children. Our god isto
bring the best knowledgeand contemporary research to this task in a collaborative
context, workingto develop an intervention design, suppoting data, and competitive



grant applicationsaimed at promoting school success in youngHHM children in the
Twin Cities metro area. Our intervention planswill befocused on preparing children to
learn at school throughmultiple component strategies. We would build on our ongang
basic research on theroles of children@ executive fundion and motivation, and also
paenting in theacademic resilience of HHM children. At the same time, we plan to
address concomitant system issues related to bariers and oppotunities, induding pre-K
screening, qudity child care and early child education, health care, mental health issues,
and school stability in a context of highfamily mobility. Planned activities for 2008
indudecontinuel andysis of datafrom metro-area districts to doaument achievement
disparity paternsrelated to HHM statusand the predictive validity of screening tools for
HHM children; andysis and summaries of State data on HHM children to providea
further context for undestanding achievement disparities; focusgroupsto refineinitial
intervention planswith stakeholders (induding parents, school district staff, State and
County staff involved in services for HHM families, and sheter providers); development
and submission of naiond andlocal grantsto suppot innovdive interventionsaimed at
redudng disparities for HHM children; and dissemination of user-friendly data
doaumenting disparity issues and academic resilience in children from mobile families.

Pam Moore, Lessons Learned from a Community — University Partnership

The Minnesota Y outh Community Learning (MY CL) Initiative is a patnership with
seven diverse communities throughoutthe state to: 1) Involve students who are
disconnected from learning by linking them to a community teacher for skill based
mentoring; 2) Empower parents by enhancing their youth advocacy skills and through
educationd suppots efforts; 3) Assist schools by creating an environment where young
people feel a sense of connestedness; 4) Engagethe community by increasing ther
capecity to address the needsof al youth. Theoverarching god of theMY CL Initiative
is GDur Y outh Finish School.O It isthedesire of the Konopkal nditute to share the
lessonslearned from the seven initiatives by writing and publishing an article in a peer
review joumd. MY CL staff Pamela Moore and Paul Snyde will bethe primary authors
of thisarticle. Thearticlewill beshared at nationd, state, regiond andlocal conferences.
Throughthese efforts, we hopeto influence community-university partnershipsat the
local, state and nationd level, and paticularly with regard to uniqueapproaches needed
for traditiondly undeserved communities. These approaches require tailoring methods
so tha the particular needsof uniquecultural popuationsof youth are recognized,
acknowedged, and addressed. Also, Moore and Snyde would like to present the
findingsto educationd, community outreach and public engagement committees at the
University of Minnesota. By shaing thelessonslearned, we intend to effect theway the
University engages with youth-serving communities statewide, with particular attention
to distinct strategies to address popuktionsof greater need.

Bill Allen, Exploration of Evidence-based and “Community Defined” Children’s
Mental Health Interventions in Culturally Diverse Communities.

This project will suppot a partnership between providers of children@® mental heslth
servicesto culturally diverse communities (Cultura Providers Network - CPN) and



University faculty and staff. The gods of this partnership are to: increase CPN
undestanding of evidence-based practicesin children@ mental hedlth; adoptor adapt
practices relevant to culturally diverse communities, and expand the evidence base to
indudemore community-based, culturally relevant strategies. A primary outcome for the
Partnership is to eliminate disparities in utilization and outcomes for children® mental
health servicesto culturally diverse communities. Network members will assess the
evidence-base for effective mental hedlth practice in ther communities and partner with
naiond experts and University of Minnesota researchers regarding the development of
Qommunity defined evidenceOfor effective children® mental health servicesin diverse
communities.

The PICY F grant allows the Network to hire a graduée student to condud a
comprehensive review of existing children®@ mental heslth literature conaerning effective
engagement and intervention strategies in culturally diverse communities. It also
suppots a contract with anationd conaultant to train Network members and University
of Minnesota faculty and staff regarding the successful application of children® mental
health evidence in culturally diverse communities and the development of community-
based evidence.



