
How to speak persuasively about the  
U’s value

Use these tips to help you plan your advocacy 
message. You only need a few key points to tell a 
powerful personal story about the value of the U 
in your life. 

Your message should have three parts.

Part 1: I am the U of M in my community

your legislative district.

(examples include business owner, third-
generation graduate in the district, locally 
employed), include it.

Part 2: The value of the U

professional, so long as it speaks to a concrete 
difference the U made in your life.

Legislators need examples of why the U makes a 

newspaper, the U has probably made it a be"er 
place to live, work, and grow.

Part 3: Ask your legislator to help (examples)

programs strong and accessible for students.

through research and innovation.

please ensure our next state budget keeps the U 
healthy when we need it most.

Three things you can do between now 
and May 18 to help the U

1. Follow up on your contact

Legislators care about your stories, but they also 

made a contact, call or write again and cement 
your point. Restate your concerns, ask what your 
legislator is doing to make things be"er, and 
(if you feel it is applicable) offer your help as a 
constituent who has expertise on this issue or 
perhaps others.

care about the U, and helps you build a be"er 
relationship with someone you may need to 
contact again on any number of issues.

2. Tell your U story to other people

Let your friends and communities know why they 

good le"er to the editor is likely to be published in 

different than your basic message. Likewise, you 

the Legislative Network (suppor"heu.umn.edu) or 
to look for the Legislative Network on Facebook 

3. Get more out of the Legislative Network

he Legislative Network has even more tools you 
can use to improve your advocacy efforts:

For tips on these and other advocacy resources, 
contact us at 

 

 


