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Dear (nurse name):
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We are following up on the Minnesota Nurses' Survey of work-related violence among nurses.  Your participation in the first part of the study is greatly appreciated.  As you may recall, the primary aim of this study is to identify the magnitude of the problem and related risk factors for violence toward nurses in Minnesota.  This study is being conducted by investigators in the Regional Injury Prevention Research Center and the Center for Violence Prevention and Control, in collaboration with those identified on this letter. 




This part of the study involves nurses who reported work-related violence as well as a random sample of nurses who did not report such incidents during a twelve month period. The enclosed questionnaire will take about 20 minutes to complete.  In order to obtain accurate information, we ask everyone who receives this questionnaire to participate--both those who reported a work-related violence event and those who did not.  By comparing responses of those who experienced such an event to those who did not, we can identify risk factors that will be important to the development of prevention efforts. 




As you know, we are providing treasury bonds valued at $100 each to 100 randomly selected individuals; this involves a chance of at least 1 in 128.  You can be eligible whether or not you choose to participate in the study by returning your survey indicating you would like to be included in the drawing.  We will notify the individuals who are awarded the bonds at the completion of the data collection for both phases of the study. 




Continued participation in this study is voluntary.  Refusal to participate will not affect your future relations with any of the institutions involved with this effort.




We recognize that some questions included in the questionnaire may invoke painful memories; however, you are free to skip questions that you choose not to answer.  We also assure you that your participation and all information collected in this study will remain completely confidential and will be reported only in aggregate form.  In any published reports, there will be no information identifying any individual nurse or associated institution. 




If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Susan Gerberich or Nancy Nachreiner at 612-625-2487 or toll free 1-877-NURSES U (1-877-687-7378).  We look forward to your potential involvement in this important study and appreciate your completing and returning the survey as soon as possible.


Sincerely,


Susan Goodwin Gerberich, Ph.D., R.N.



Nancy Nachreiner, M.P.H., R.N.


Principal Investigator







Research Coordinator




Collaborating Organizations:








Regional Injury Prevention Research Center, University of Minnesota 








Center for Violence Prevention and Control, University of Minnesota








Minnesota Hospital and Healthcare Partnership








Minnesota Nurses' Association








Minnesota Licensed Practical Nurses' Association











CaCoInitialCoverLetter.doc

